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me to fool the public in the role of the good priest. Com-
pelled to be a priest, I will be a bad priest, and everyone
will know it." If, like many others, he had become a
priest against his wishes, at least, unlike the others, he
rebelled. He rebelled against his mother, his family, the
Church, and the epoch, which was the accessory to his vio-
lence. He rebelled whenever he could, disgracing the cloth,
but giving up all the advantages which resignation to his
fate would have assured him, the most dangerous kind of
rebellion for him, since it set his whole class against him
and condemned him to poverty and obscurity. ,
This revolt of one lone victim against society as a whole
might have been foolish, but it cannot be attributed to the
shamelessness of unchecked depravity. There was a kind
of hopeless courage in it. An old aristocracy now and again
gives birth to proud, courageous individuals who can
neither bow nor adjust themselves to acts of violence that
are committed against them, and who, heroic or foolish,
or both, take up arms in the face of immense risks. Was
the young abb6 of P6rigord one of those men who are
incapable of submission to force? We are not yet far enough
removed from the period to answer that question. It is
certain, however, that his father must have considered
the aberrations of the young abb6 to be at least partly
excusable, for on his deathbed he asked Louis XVI to give
his son a bishopric. Still unrelenting, his mother begged
the King not to disgrace the Church with such a bishop.
Louis XVI yielded to the dying man and appointed the
abb6 of P6rigord, bishop of Autun on November 2, 1788.
He was consecrated on January 16, 1789; after a month's
incumbency, he left never to return. He had been elected
a member of the States-General, and departed for Ver-
sailles, for the*Revolution, for a new history. In short, he
Nhad been appointed bishop by the Old Regime, then in
extremis and at the brink of the Revolution, in a \last
attempt to achieve aristocratic solidarity; and'he had held
his office for only a month. The Revolution was beginning,